[This email is in response to Art, Peace, and Transcendence.  It is from Caltech Emeritus Professor of History, Robert Rosenstone, who is now considered the leading scholar of the interplay between film and history.  He is the author of more than twenty volumes including novels and poetry, and his works have been printed in a dozen languages.]

June 20, 2016

Dear Paul:

I finally had enough free time to take a serious look at the book a couple of days ago.  What an amazing and fascinating work!  When we briefly looked at some of the images in your house, you told us more than once that it had to be read not just scanned.  Only now do I know what you meant.  It’s not an art book in the sense that you just contemplate the images for their power and beauty and implications.  Rather, it’s a kind of instructional manual in which the author guides you along many paths – scientific theory, physics, complex and stunning images, autobiography, eastern and western thought, art history, the spiritual – and remarkably manages to pull them all together. Though I spent a couple of intense hours contemplating the pages and my own reactions to your words and images, I feel that I have only begun to absorb or even fully deal with the multiple, overlapping ideas and emotions that the book has stirred in me.  So please consider this an interim report, a kind of first look at something to which I know I shall return again and again.  I suppose it’s a kind of role reversal: the teacher becomes student, though of course we are always teachers and students at the same time.  It’s a wonderful gift you have given the world, or at least that part of humanity which is willing to slow down and look, listen, think, and contemplate the nature of this world into which we have been thrown.  Thanks so much for sharing it with us.

With best wishes

Robert and Nahid

